6“

VOLUME 46, NO. 3

The next three inductees into the U.S. Basket-
ball Writers Association’s Hall of Fame have covered
much of basketball’s most hallowed ground — New
York City, Kentucky, Indiana and North Carolina.

Rick Bozich of the Louisville Courier-Journal,
Gary McCann of The Herald of Rock Hill, S.C., and
the late Pete Axthelm of Newsweek and ESPN will be
honored at the USBWA'’s annual awards breakfast at
the Final Four in Detroit, on April 6.

Bozich, McCann, Axthelm feted

Axthelm wrote for the New York Herald Tribune
and Sports lllustrated but was best known for the 20
years he spent at Newsweek, first as sports editor and
then as a columnist and contributing editor. He was
also a sports television commentator for NBC and
later ESPN.
He authored “ City Game, Basketball in New
York,” the first book to seriously explore recruiting.
CONTINUED on Page 3

By Dick Jerardi

Paquette receives Katha Quinn Award

tending to the media needs during Seton

rr

The Ofticial Publication of the United States Basketball Writers Association

When Mike Tranghese became the
Big East commissioner in 1990, his first
hire was John Paquette. They had so much
in common, it was a natural. They under-
stood the role of the media. They wanted
to make it as easy as possible for us to do
our jobs. And they knew Katha Quinn.

It was 1989 when Katha, the beloved
St. John’s sports-information director,
died of cancer. Paquette could not attend
the funeral because he was out west at-

Hall’s run to the national-title game.

It was 2001 when the USBWA hon-
ored Tranghese with our Katha Quinn
Award. The winner is defined as some-
body who, like Katha herself, “has either
excelled at servicing the media or pro-
vides an inspiration to those in the sports
journalism profession.”

Tranghese and Paquette now have one
more thing in common. They are Katha

John Paquette

CONTINUED on Page 4

UNITED STATES BASKETBALL WRITERS ASSOCIATION

Vigit:
WWW.usbwa.com
password: fordfield

April 2009

Most Courageous
1S cancer survivor

Kelvin Davis, a San Diego State senior, has been
named the 2009 recipient of the U.S. Basketball Writers
Association’s Most Coura-
geous Award.

Davis will donate a
$1,000 check to a charity
or scholarship fund.

“I’m humbled to have
been selected for this hon-
or,” said Davis, who has
appeared in eight games
this season for the Aztecs
and has averaged 2.5 points
and 1.8 rebounds in 10.4
minutes. “I want to thank
the USBWA for recogniz-
ing me and the Aztec bas-
ketball program.”

San Diego State coach
Steve Fisher said, “He is a great example of what a person
should be. He’s been through a rough stretch but there
was never a whimper out of Kelvin. He’s out there every
day, working hard. He’s an inspiration to all of us.”

CONTINUED on Page 3

Kelvin Davis

Closing out the decade with plenty of 1ssues to discuss

Not certain where the year has gone, but it’s almost
time to turn the presidency over to Steve Carp. From the
time I took over in San Antonio on the morning that Kan-
sas took Memphis’ title away, it has been my privilege.

Thankfully, there were no impeachment proceedings.
Or at least none than I knew about.

I did find out a lot about our organization that I never
knew. I also found out there is still much I do not know.

In the past year, we were able to change a few things,
follow through on a few initiatives and get a sense of what
needs our attention in the future.

We did some redistricting, making District I strictly
New England and including Pennsylvania and West Vir-
ginia in District II. It made it especially difficult to make
the 10-player District II team, because there were so many
good players in the district. But those things are cyclical.

We initiated a plan to expand our membership, get
younger and get more diverse. This will be an ongoing
process that Steve and his successors will oversee.

As of March, we had 105 new members. We are still
getting them. But we had issues with the renewal system. I
wish I could explain what happened and why, but I can’t.

Suffice it to say, many members never got a renewal
notice. Naturally, many of them did not renew, though
they undoubtedly would have if had they gotten a notice.

Through the efforts of Joe Mitch and Helen Huegel,

we reached out to those
who did not renew. Helen
is persistent and organized.
Former member by former
member, she is tracking
those people down to ex-
plain that we are sorry if
we missed them at renewal
time and how much we
value their membership.

As of March, Joe said
we have approximately 650
members — 100 fewer than
a year ago. We lost 200 members at renewal time.

Once Helen gets all those former members back in
the fold, along with the new members we have gotten, the
membership number will grow.

One of the many benefits of being a member is that
we get to vote for All-District and All-America teams,
along with Player of the Year and Coach of the Year. Sad-
ly, very few of us voted this year.

On the conference call to finalize our awards, some
district reps reported that they received only 10-15 votes.
We have nine districts. Let’s say it was 15 votes per dis-
trict. That is 135 votes from 650 members. That is sad.

Again, part of it could be a communication issue.

Dick Jerardi
Philadelphia Daily News

President

Not all members got ballots.

District II rep Dave Jones made a terrific suggestion.
In the future, each rep should have a list of every district
member. That way, the rep could e-mail to make certain
everybody in the district is aware when end-of-the-year
votes are on the immediate horizon. Jones does some-
thing similar as a Heisman Trophy rep, and he usually
gets 100-percent participation from his group.

We will discuss these issues and many more in De-
troit. Then, it will be Steve’s turn to take over on the Mon-
day morning of the championship game. He will have his
own ideas and agenda. With all of our support, he will
take the USBWA into a new decade.
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Demise of newspapers sure
to be hot topic in Detroit

What is sure to be a
major topic for discussion
at the USBWA sportswrit-
ing workshops held in con-
junction with this year's
men’sand women’'sNCAA
Final Foursis the future of
newspapers.

Over the last severd
months, the newspaper in-
dustry has suffered some
serious blows. The Rocky
Mountain News closed,
and the Seattle Post-Intelligencer shut down and will
now only publish online. The parent owner of the Phil-
adelphia Daily News recently filed for bankruptcy, and
the Hearst Corporation, parent company of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, has apparently set adeadline for closing
the paper if it cannot find a buyer or make significant cuts
in expenses.

An online service called “24/7 Wall St.” wrote that,
based on its analysis, “eight of the 50 largest daily news-
papersinthe U. S. could possibly cease publication in the
next 18 months.”

It went so far as to create alist of the 10 major dai-
lies that are most likely to close shop and only publish
online. They included the Philadelphia Daily News,
Minneapolis Sar-Tribune, Miami Herald, Detroit News,
Boston Globe, San Francisco Chronicle, Chicago Sun-
Times, New York Daily News, Fort Worth Star-Tribune
and Cleveland Plain-Dealer.

The current state of affairs has filtered down to many
in the sports journalism profession and affected, not sur-
prisingly, several members of the USBWA.

Past presidents Robin Norwood of the Los Angeles
Times and Tony Barnhart of the Atlanta Journal-Consti-
tution took buyouts from their papers. Other writers have
lost their jobs. Some have had to go on unpaid furlough.

All of thisis certainly not good news for the students
attending the workshops and looking to pursue careers as
sportswriters.

Joe Mitch
USBWA

Executive Director

But interest in the workshops has been relatively
high, both among college and high-school students.

DaveDorr, apast president of the USBWA and mem-
ber of the USBWA Hall of Fame, headed up the workshop
in St. Louis at the women's Final Four. He worked with
Jason Young, an Associated Press stringer and adviser
for Saint Louis University’s student newspaper, and Mel
Greenberg of the Philadelphia Inquirer to line up writers
to serve on the seminar panel.

Coordinating the workshop at the men’s Final Four
in Detroit was Tom Stanton, a former sportswriter and
author of several sports books, including “The Road to
Cooperstown.”

Both workshops alowed students to listen to writ-
erstalk about their experiences as sportswriters, then take
what they heard and apply it in the field.

Each student was assigned an event to cover at the
Final Four, and one student at each site was granted a
credentia for the Final Four games.

Students were asked to submit stories on the events
they covered. The USBWA then selected one winner at
each workshop to receive a $1,000 scholarship from the
association.

One graduate of the first USBWA workshop held
many years ago who was a recipient of a scholarship is
now covering college sports for the Detroit Free Press.

“1 can’t thank the USBWA enough for the opportu-
nity | had,” said Shannon Shelton.
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Negate networks' special access by outworking them

When it comes to the business of sports journalism,
one of the most valuable assetsto our jobsis access.

The most annoying fact of life is that some people
get it and others don’t. It is one of the biggest and most
annoying issues in our business because too often, that
access is dealt to reporters on an unbalanced and not so
arbitrary scale.

The fact of our livesisthat TV networks are going
to get things given to them. They will get players who
are supposed to be unavailable. They are going to talk to
people who don’t usually talk. A reporter from a network
is going to make a phone call to talk to a big whale, and
the whale will prefer their brand name over the unknown
newspaper guy with no national profile.

And every time something like this happens, it frosts
every ink-stained wretch who ever sat in front of alaptop
to do their job instead of standing in front of a minicam.

Well, let me be the first to deliver some bad news:

When it comes to access, TV isking, and ho amount
of complaining about it is going to drastically change that
unbal anced hand.

Broadcast partnerships are going to have privileges,
and one of them is going to be the easy instant access that
print foot soldiers will always have to fight for. That’s not
going to change, no matter how many angry letters, emails
for formal protests the USBWA writes to the schools, the
coaches or the NCAA. When CBS, ESPN or any of the
regional networkswrite large checksto broadcast college
basketball, they are going to get that special access.

And while our organization will and should continue
to fight to narrow the gap in the access between TV and
print, here's something we need to stress with equal zest
to our membership.

Don't forget to do your part in this battle to narrow
the access gap.

The old-school mem-
bers of our organization
already know this. Before
TV was the beast that
ate our access, it was the
dreaded “ national media.”

Or maybeitwastheold
guy on the beat who knew
all the coachesand ADs, or
it was the guy who worked
for the major newspaper in
the area. In our business,
someone is aways going
to get more access. That'sjust how it works.

| am the perfect guy to have this conversation, be-
cause | have worked in print, TV and radio. | have writ-
ten for papers as large as USA Today and the Sporting
News and as small as the Manassas (Va.) Journal-Mes-
senger. I’ve been ayoung beat guy and an old columnist,
a “national media guy” and a local grunt working for a
15,000-circulation daily. | have gotten the perks of media
accessthat comeswith working for HBO, CNN, TNT and
ESPN. Trust me, | have been on all sides of this access
dilemma.

I have benefited grandly from it and suffered greatly
because of it. And here’s the best bit of advice | can offer
from al these experiences.

Ultimately, you have more control over thisthan you
might believe.

Work on your relationships. Figure out what your
advantage is as areporter and work it hard. Everyone has
an advantage if they’re only smart enough to figure out
what it is.

| am an old veteran in the business now, so | get good
access. When | worked for TNT asaTV sideline reporter

CONTINUED from Page 1

Thebook covered theglory
and tragedy of New York
basketball. It combined an
account of the champion-
ship season of the New
York Knicks with a study
of those who played in
ghetto playgrounds and
became neighborhood leg-
ends but never played pro-
fessionally.

Axthelm died in 1991
of liver falure at the age
of 47.

Bozich is in his 31st
year at the Louisville Courier-Journal and Times. He
replaced USBWA Hall of Fame member Dick Fenlon
as sports columnist at the Times in 1981 and became
a Courier-Journal columnist in 1986. He has covered
27 of the last 28 Final Fours and seven NCAA cham-
pionship teams at Kentucky, Louisville and Indiana.

Bozich served as USBWA president in 2003-04
and has won more than 20 USBWA writing contest
awards and six from APSE. He has also been acollege
basketball correspondent for Sports Illustrated since
1986.

Pete Axthelm

USBWA Hall of Fame

Rick Bozich

Gary McCann

McCann is in his 38th year as a sportswriter.
Since 1998, he has been sports editor of The Herald.
He started his career at the Burlington Times-Newsin
1971 and moved to the Greensboro News & Record
in 1981 before leaving to replace the legendary Bob
Hammel as sports editor at the Bloomington, Ind.,
Herald-Timesin 1996.

McCann has covered 17 Final Fours and numer-
ous ACC tournaments and has won 10 USBWA writ-
ing awards and more than 20 other state and national
writing awards.

Bryan Burwell
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Vice President

B

on the network’s NBA telecasts, Michael Jordan would
be escorted into areserved room in the United Center be-
fore a big playoff game and sat down to tape a pre-game
interview. MJ didn’'t make it a habit of doing pregamein-
terviews for the most part, but the power of TNT's brand
had special powers.

But | got similar access before | wasaTV guy, too.

It's because | worked those rel ationships and worked
them hard.

If you can’t get it from the sports-information guy,
then get it directly from the source. The battle for access
versus television is no different than the battle an inex-
perienced beat writer faces when going against an estab-
lished veteran with aton of well-developed sources.

If you feel like TV is getting special treatment from
the school, the conference or the NCAA, find another
way to get the information. If you're a beat writer worth
anything, you should have already established some sort
of relationship with the players. Text them, call them, call
their parents, their girl friends, their cousin’s barber.

Just get the damned information.

No one said it was going to be easy or fair.

Most Courageous
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A 6-foot-3 shooting guard from Waterbury, Conn.,
Davis was diagnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma last
spring. However, he was able to overcome the cancer and
returned to the Aztecs while still undergoing his chemo-
therapy and radiation treatments.

Davis saga began last spring when he felt fatigued
while playing. Originaly, it was thought he may be com-
ing down with mononucleosis. However, there was a
lump developing on Davis' neck. He knew about it but he
didn’t say anything because he didn’'t want to jeopardize
his spot on the team.

His condition grew worse, and a trip to the doctor
revealed Davis had cancer. He underwent a series of 12
chemotherapy treatments over a five-month span. He was
still undergoing his treatment when fall practice began,
and it wasn't unusual to see Davisarrive straight from the
doctor to the gym and spend the last 20 minutesin drills.

“1 never felt sorry for myself because I’ d see people
who were awhole lot worse than me,” Davis said. “Plus,
the doctors said | had a good chance to beat it.”

Davis originally started his college career at Texas-
El Paso, then transferred to College of Southern Idaho be-
fore moving on to San Diego State in 2007. He appeared
in 18 games during the 2007-08 season, averaging 5.0
points and 2.7 rebounds.

He was expected to see more minutes as a senior be-
fore hetook ill late last spring. He is contemplating peti-
tioning the NCAA for a sixth year of eligibility.



Griffin wins Oscar Robertson Trophy

The U.S. Basketball Writers Asso-
ciate has named Oklahoma sophomore
Blake Griffin the winner of the presti-
gious Oscar Robertson Award winner,
adding to his long list of accomplish-
ments this season.

Griffin, a 6-foot-10 forward, also
was named the Big 12 player of the
year and was a unanimous first-team
all-Big 12 choice. He led the Big 12
in scoring (22.1) and the nation in re-
bounding (14.1) and set a Big 12 record
by finished 13 games with at least 20
points and 15 rebounds.

in Big 12 history, scoring 40 points
and grabbing 23 rebounds in a Valentine’s Day game
against Texas Tech. That was one of his school-record
22 double-doubles during the regular season.

In his next game, Griffin’s streak of eight con-
secutive double-doubles was interrupted when he suf-
fered a concussion against Texas. Griffin sat out one
more game, against Kansas, and came back to score
20 pointsand grab 18 reboundsin hisnext game, again
against Texas Tech. If there were any concerns about
his health, Griffin quickly answered them by diving

Griffin also posted the first 40-20 .

Blake Griffin

over the scorer’s table in pursuit of a
loose ball.

Griffin also overcame injury
twice as a freshman. The medial col-
lateral ligament in his left knee was
strained in a Jan. 14 game against
Kansas. He missed just one game and
came back to score 17 points and grab
15 rebounds against Baylor.

About six weeks later, cartilage
was torn in Griffin’s right knee during
aMarch 1 game against Texas A& M.
Griffin underwent arthroscopic sur-
gery the next day but was back again
after missing just one game, this time
scoring 14 points and grabbing eight
rebounds against Missouri.

Home-schooled until the seventh grade, Griffin
won four state titles and was twice named Oklahoma
state player of the year while playing at Oklahoma
Christian School, coached by his father Tommy. Grif-
fin also played two seasons in both college and high
school with his older brother, Taylor.

Griffin and Sam Bradford, Oklahoma’s Heisman
Trophy winner, are the first national award winners in
basketball and football in the same academic year.

Kansas Self wins
Henry |ba Trophy

Bill Self has been named the winner of the U.S. Bas-
ketball Writers Association’s Henry 1ba Award — given to
the nation’s top coach — after leading Kansas to the Big
12 Conference regular-season title in what was believed
to be a rebuilding year for the defending NCAA cham-
pions.

Self lost all five starters from last season’s team. A
Big 12 preseason coaches poll predicted the Jayhawks to
finish in a tie for third with Baylor. Despite fielding his
youngest team in six seasons in Lawrence, the Jayhawks
finished 14-2 to the Big 12 title and 25-6 overall. They
have won or shared five consecutive Big 12 titles.

Self’s rotation included only one player — scoring
leader Sherron Collins—who averaged more than 10 min-
utes during the 2007-08 season. Self also had to rely on
two five freshmen, a junior-college transfer who missed
half the season and a deep reserve from last season.

Self is a particularly fitting winner of an award named
for the man still respectfully referred to as“Mr. Iba.” Self
isamember of I1ba’slegendary coaching tree and consid-
ers him among his greatest influences. Self played from
1982-85 at Oklahoma State — where Iba coached from
1936-70 — and was an assistant coach for Eddie Sutton,
who played for |ba.

Michigan State’s 1zzo 1s fitting Good Guy Award winner

By Rick Bozich
L ouisville Courier-Journal

This might be the first Final Four played at Ford
Field, but it isn’t the first college basketball game played
at the immense domed facility in downtown Detroit.

The inaugural game was the BasketBowl game that
Kentucky and Michigan State played not long after the
place opened. The idea was to attract the largest crowd
ever for a college basketball game.

They placed the court in the middle of the field and
considered it a dry run for bringing future big-time col-
lege basketball eventsto the facility. They worked on the
lighting, the seating, the sound. Everything seemed just
right to Michigan State basketball coach Tom Izzo.

Except for one thing. Much of the media seating for
the event was placed at the 88th level, about as close to

the court as downtown Flint.

That won’t work. That was | zzo's opinion. The folks
covering the games need to be close to the action where
they can hear every squeak of the sneakers, see every gri-
mace and grin, smell al the courtside smells and interpret
how the game unfolds.

So 1zzo made certain that the press seating was
moved down to courtside. That’s not the only reason Tom
|zzo deserves the Good Guy Award from the US Basket-
ball Writers Association. But it's certainly a start.

Izzo understands that the media is a direct link be-
tween basketball programs and basketbal | fans. He knows
that it is important that writers have legitimate access to
coaches and players. He takes time to explain things. He
doesn’t sense a conspiracy behind every question.

Need an example? For the last two seasons, 1zzo has

accommodated folks who cover the Spartans with their
own taste of Michigan State practice. They’'re invited to
East Lansing for a 2% hour session. They’re issued jer-
seys, they watch film, they run drills and they finish it off
with a post-game meal.

I’ve been fortunate to cover teams coached by Den-
ny Crum, Rick Pitino, Joe B. Hall, Eddie Sutton, Tubby
Smith, Bob Knight and many others. Never had an offer
likethat. Most coaches these days put you behind the cur-
tain and keep you there.

But | can believe that 1zzo wants people to have a
greater understanding of what he's trying to accomplish
because I’ve watched film with him and his assistant
coaches prior to several NCAA Tournament games.

Tom lzzo is more than simply a Good Guy. He's a
guy who's good for the game of college basketball.

Paquette
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Quinn Award winners. In Tranghese’s final year as com-
missioner, we honor the man he brought with him when
he got the job.

“| actually had met Katha before | got to Seton Hall,”
Paquette said, “but I really got to know her better when I
was at Seton Hall and she was at St. John's.

“A lot of people maybe saw the rough exterior with
Katha, if you didn’t know her. But I knew her. Once I got
to Seton Hall, she could not have been more accommo-
dating and helpful to me.”

Seton Hall and St. John’s were rather serious rivals
back then. It was never an issue between John and Katha.
They did their jobs and helped each other.

“She loved the school, she loved her coach and she
loved working at St. John’s,” Paquette said. “And she was

also very effective with the media.”

Anybody who knows John knows he is understated,
but willing to help in every way. Ask him a question, you
will get an answer. Nothing is too difficult.

| asked him if he could get the commissioner on the
phone so he could talk about the newest Katha Quinn
Award winner. In very short order, Tranghese called me.

“1 think the whole world has changed, but John still
is old school,” Tranghese said. “He relies tremendously
on relationships and on service. That's what | think this
job is all about. He has enormous respect from people
across the country that have to deal with him and our con-
ference. | think (the award) is an acknowledgement from
the people he’s had to serve that he’s done a great job. I
know it means a great deal to him. It's as excited as I’ ve
seen Johnin along time.”

Anybody who knows John knows he really does not
do excitement. He just does his job.

“In19years, it'stheone areal’ ve never had to worry

about,” Tranghese said of the department Paquette runs at
the Big East. “John’s got an incredible relationship with
the media. He understands what the job is. And on a per-
sond basis, I’ vewon the award, and John and | and Katha
were pretty good friends. And | know that if she were
looking at this, she'd have a big smile on her face, be-
cause | know how much she liked and respected John.”

During the 1989 Big East Tournament, friends asked
if they should see Kathain the hospital. When they were
told no, Paquette said they knew “the end was near.”

Katha died on March 17, 1989, two days after St.
John’s began its 1989 NIT title run. She was 34.

“They dedicated it to her,” Paquette remembered.
“You know what? I don’t know how many SIDs get stuff
dedicated to them by teams. She had a presence. It was a
professional and personal presence.”

John Paquettte has a presence, too. He is dependable,
approachable and professional. The USBWA is thrilled
that he's the winner of the 2009 Katha Quinn Award.
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