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Motor City Final Four coming at us in high gear

Detroit and Ford Field might have seemed futuristic
in October. Not in January. The first week of April and the
Final Four are coming fast.

While David Worlock was in Philadelphia to go over
everything involving first and second-round NCAA Tour-
nament games at the Wachovia Center, we shared lunch
at the world’s great cheesesteak joint in Northeast Philly
and discuss plans for Final Four weekend.

Worlock, the associate director of the men’s basket-
ball championship, loved the cheesesteak. Everybody
does. If you see me in Philly in March, ask and I either
will take you there or give you directions. The very po-
litically incorrect Chink’s is just 15 minutes north of the
Wachovia Center, a few minutes off 1-95.

Meanwhile, the USBWA Awards Breakfast is sched-
uled for Friday, April 3 from 8-9:30 a.m. at the Detroit
Athletic Club. This has become a not-to-be missed event
where we present the Oscar Robertson Player of the Year
award, the Henry Iba Coach of the Year award and our
Most Courageous award. We will vote on those awards
in March.

The USBWA Board will meet with the basketball
committee on Saturday, April 4 from 8-9 a.m. in the Am-
bassador Ballroom, Salon 3, level 3 of the Marriott Re-
naissance.

The USBWA annual meeting/breakfast will be Mon-
day, April 6, at 9 a.m. in the Ambassador Ballroom, Salon
A, level 3 of the Marriott. Free food. USBWA business.

Dick Jerardi
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President

Katha Quinn Award. Writing awards.

And there will be basketball games. The pre-semifi-
nal breakout sessions with the players that began last year
have been moved from Friday to Thursday afternoon,
1:05-3:20 p.m., at Ford Field.

If you are at Ford Field Thursday, hang for NCAA
president Myles Brand’s news conference. That will be at
3:45, followed by an NABC news conference at 4:45.

All credentials are to be picked up at Ford Field. Do
yourself and the NCAA a favor and submit a photo when
you apply for a credential. That will speed up the process
when you go to pick up your credential.

If you run into me over the weekend and have any
suggestions about Final Four weekend or anything in-
volving the USBWA, please stop me and let’s discuss.

If you want to talk about something and don’t see
me, e-mail me and I will find the time.

Final Four weekend is a great time to recruit new
members. That is really up to us. If you know somebody
that should be in the USBWA, talk to them about the ben-
efits and show them how they can join.

We need to get younger and more diverse. Our world
has changed. If you know people in the dot.com world
who write about college basketball, get them involved in
the USBWA. If you know people who write for their col-
lege paper about college hoops, get them involved.

Final Four weekend is a celebration of the season.
It is a time to look back, but, for us, it is a time to look
forward. It is a rare opportunity for all of us to help make
the USBWA the best organization it can be.

Feinstein, Wahl, Freedman dominate USBWA best-writing contest

John Feinstein of the Washington
Post took a first place and two seconds,
Grant Wahl of Sports Illustrated finished
first and second and Lew Freedman of
Basketball captured first- and fourth-place
awards in the U.S. Basketball Writers As-
sociation best-writing contest.

Robbi Pickeral of the Raleigh News
& Observer and Bud Withers of the Seat-
tle Times also won individual categories.

Feinstein took first in spot news/game-
story for a piece on American University’s
first trip to the NCAA Tournament in 41
years. Feinstein finished second in moder-
ate-length features and column writing.

Wahl won in magazine-length feature
writing for a story about the popularity of
the dribble-drive offense. Wahl also took
second in enterprise/series reporting.

Freedman won for a column about the recollections
of former Loyola (Ill.) players on their forgotten long-ig-
nored barrier-breaking NCAA championship and finished
fourth in game story/spot news reporting.

Pickeral won in enterprise/series reporting for a pro-

John Feinstein

Grant Wahl
file on North Carolina coach Roy Williams.
Withers won for moderate-length feature about Jer-
emy Pargo’s journey from south Chicago to Gonzaga.

Other second-place finishers included Jeff Fox of
CollegeHoopsnet.com (magazine-length features) and

Lew Freedman

Kellis Robinett of the Idaho State Journal
(spot news/game story).

Finishing third: Ken Davis of NBC-
Sports.com (enterprise/series); Gordie
Jones of The Morning Call (magazine-
length); Rob Schultz of the Madison Capi-
tal Times (moderate-length); David Jones
of the Harrisburg Patriot-News (columns);
and Fran Blinebury of the Houston Chron-
icle (spot news/game story).

Other fourth-place finishers:Jack Sty-
czynski, Basketball Times (enterprise/se-
ries); J. Brady McCullough, Kansas City
Star (magazine-length features); Marty
Dobrow of the Boston Globe (medium-
length features); and Rick Bozich of the
Louisville Courier-Journal (columns).

Fifth-place finishers: Ian Rapoport,
Birmingham News (enterprise/series);
Mike Sorensen, Deseret Morning News (magazine-
length); Bryan Burwell, St. Louis Post Dispatch (me-
dium-length); Gary Parish, CBS Sports Line (columns);
and Pete Thamel of the New York Times (spot news).

For full results, see page 4.
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Michigan State’s *79 champs
to highlight Final Four breakfast

This year’s USBWA
breakfast to honor the
nation’s player and coach
of the year figures to be a
social highlight at the Final
Four in Detroit in April.

In addition to present-
ing the Oscar Robertson
Player of the Year Trophy
and the Henry Iba Coach
of the Year Award, the US-
BWA also plans to honor
the 1979 Michigan State
NCAA Final Four team on the 30th anniversary of the
Spartans’ national championship.

The breakfast will be held the day before the national
semifinals on Friday, April 3, at the downtown Detroit
Athletic Club, beginning at 8 a.m.

The USBWA has received commitments from for-
mer Michigan State coach Jud Heathcote and current
coach Tom Izzo to attend the breakfast. The Michigan
State basketball office also has committed to send invita-
tions on behalf of the USBWA to the players and coaches
of the 1979 team.

It is hopeful that Magic Johnson will make an ap-
pearance at the breakfast. USBWA Past President Andy
Katz said he would approach Magic and felt encouraged
since Johnson is under contract to ESPN and probably
would be attending the Final Four.

This will be the fifth straight season that the USBWA
has held a breakfast at the Final Four for the general pub-
lic to honor its national coach and player of the year.

The event has been a sellout every year. Revenue
from the breakfast underwrites the USBWA’s journalism
scholarship program and helps fund the organization’s
operating budget.

A portion of the proceeds from the breakfast is also
given to the National Kidney Foundation on behalf of Os-
car Robertson, who several years ago donated one of his
kidneys to his daughter.

The USBWA renamed its player of the year award
after Robertson in 1998. It is the nation’s oldest such
award and the only one named after a player. The “Big
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Executive Director

O” was the association’s first player of the year recipient
in 1958. He was named College Player of the Century by
the National Association of Basketball Coaches in 1999.

By honoring Michigan State’s 1979 national-cham-
pionship team, the USBWA is continuing the tradition of
recognizing individuals or teams from the geographical
area of the Final Four site for their contributions to col-
lege basketball and the impact they made on the sport.

At the first breakfast in St. Louis in 2005, the USBWA
honored retired coach Lou Henson, who took two teams
— New Mexico State and Illinois — to the Final Four.

The following year in Indianapolis, the USBWA rec-
ognized Indiana’s 1976 team on the 30th anniversary of
the Hoosiers’ national championship.

At the 2007 breakfast in Atlanta, the USBWA hon-
ored the state of Georgia’s three Final Four teams — Geor-
gia in 1983 and Georgia Tech in 1990 and 2004.

Last year, the USBWA recognized the former chair
of San Antonio’s Local Organizing Committee for his ef-
forts to bring the first Final Four to San Antonio in 1998.

The USBWA has the full support and endorsement
of the NCAA, which lists the breakfast in its Final Four
schedule of events and was actively involved in securing
the site for the event.

Tickets for the breakfast are $75 each for the general
public and $60 for USBWA members.

The USBWA is negotiating with WW] radio in De-
troit to serve as a media partner for the breakfast and has
secured a Detroit public-relations firm, Jonathan Witz &
Associates, to publicize and coordinate the event.

For your $40 membership fee you will receive:

e the most complete directory in college basketball

* Marriott Athletic VIP Card

* voting for All-America team and player and coach of year
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When lines of communication break down, we’re here to help

By and large, there is a peaceful co-existence be-
tween college-basketball coaches and the media who
cover them.

Sure, coaches like to exert control, whether it’s clos-
ing the locker room or practice, keeping freshmen off-
limits or limiting player access to a couple times a week.

We in the media know that up front, so we adjust and
we learn to deal with it. We’re never happy about it, but it
usually doesn’t prevent us from doing our jobs. We might
have to work a little harder than we would like, but in the
end, we usually get the desired story.

So it was a little surprising and somewhat sad to
have received Dan Wolken’s e-mail last month. Dan cov-
ers Memphis for the Commercial Appeal newspaper and
with the Tigers set to play Lamar, Dan found a good angle
for a story — former Memphis head coach Tic Price was
now an assistant at Lamar. And while Price’s career at
Memphis ended in controversy and his dismissal in 1999,
the Commercial Appeal had done subsequent stories with
Price, apparently with no problem.

Dan went through the proper channels, contacting
Brian Henry, the SID at Lamar, to talk to both Price and
head coach Steve Roccaforte, who also had Memphis
ties. He was told, no problem, so his game plan was set.

The interview with Roccaforte went fine. But when
it came time to talk to Price, Roccaforte said his policy
is to not allow his assistants talk to the media and that he
wasn’t about to change it for Dan.

Obviously, this changed Dan’s story plans. He did a
little digging around and found that Roccaforte’s assis-
tants do indeed talk to the media.

Steve Carp

Las Vegas Review Journal
Vice President

So was Dan a target of “selective enforcement?” Or
did Lamar have a communication lapse between SID,
coach and journalist?

If it was the former, that’s a problem, because you
can’t single out media you might consider “hostile” and
shut them out. If it’s the latter, then there needs to be a
better way to make sure everyone is on the same page. If
indeed, that’s the policy, Dan should have been told that
up front. He wouldn’t have liked it, but he would have
understood, and he would have went in a different direc-
tion from the outset.

USBWA president Dick Jerardi sent Henry a letter
Jan. 5 looking for a little clarification on the matter. He
heard back a few days later. Henry claimed that Dan’s
request did not fall within the established guidelines of 24
hours advance notice, but that Lamar was willing to make
an exception in getting Roccaforte on the phone.

He also claimed that Dan only wanted to talk to Price
about his time at Memphis and that he attempted to get

Price’s cell phone number from the reporters at the Enter-
prise in Beaumont, Texas, instead of asking Henry to give
it to him, which Henry wasn’t likely to do.

Wolken claims he did not try to get Price’s cell num-
ber from the Beaumont paper. He did, however, try to get
the paper to confirm the interview policy.

“I wish the response (from Lamar) would have talked
more to the specifics of the issue,” Jerardi said. “We just
want to make sure our members get an opportunity to do
their job as best that they can.”

My take on it is this: No SID wants to see his school
receive negative publicity. But SIDs don’t control the
news. It is not Henry’s job to tell Wolken what he can and
can’t write, which is essentially what he’s doing when he
doesn’t make Price available.

As for accusing Wolken of making an end run, Henry
obviously was never reporter. Reporters exchange infor-
mation all the time, including phone numbers.

CONTINUED on Page 4

Knightline: Are coaches or writers the more worthy evaluators?

When Bob Knight talks, it’s hard not to listen. Knight
is a larger-than-life character whose achievements in
sports make him impossible to ignore. Sometimes he says
things and you smile. Too often, he says things that make
you cringe. But the one thing I love about Knight is that
he’s a rare sort of basketball-coaching icon/emotional
storm cloud who can command respect, provoke debate
and enlighten and disturb minds in the blink of an eye.

I don’t always agree with Knight, but I can never
dismiss him. Last week was another one of those im-
possible-to-ignore moments, when the legendary coach
who has settled quite nicely into retirement as a basket-
ball “consultant” to ESPN (fyi coach: You’re not really
a “consultant.” You’ve crossed over to the dark side.),
made a great point about how we in sports can’t get our
Hall of Fame voting right.

In the aftermath of another semi-controversial base-
ball Hall of Fame vote by the pro baseball writers, Knight
raised the question on ESPN why writers and broadcast-
ers — many of whom never played the game at a high
level — were in charge of such a significant process as
determining the athletic immortality of those men and
women who did.

In Knight’s mind, this is a terrible mistake. The con-
versation was sparked by baseball, but it could have been
about every acknowledgement and sport where writers
and broadcasters have a hand in determining who re-
ceives such lofty awards.

Whether you agree with Knight or not, you still have
to admit that it’s a worthwhile discussion.

Personally, I think it’s a fair question. Whether it’s
a vote for the Oscar Robertson, Naismith or Heisman
trophies or the basketball, football or baseball Halls of
Fame, I firmly believe that every sports writer needs to
put ego aside and take an honest personal assessment of

Bryan Burwell |
St. Louis Post-Dispatch ‘
Vice President

whether they are qualified to cast such a significant vote.

Ego aside, who among us deserves to be entrusted
with the responsibility?

But here’s where I differ with Knight to a certain de-
gree. He assumes that journalists as a whole are immedi-
ately unqualified for the job. That’s no more correct than
assuming that every coach or ex-player is qualified.

Here’s where I think Knight is right. We ought to
carefully take a long hard look at the process. In baseball,
where there are more than 500 voting members of the
baseball writers association who cast votes for the Coo-
perstown Hall (and too many of them who are lifetime
voters who no longer actively cover the game), the num-
bers are too unwielding.

But closer to home, I just wish we could do a better
job of self-policing our own ranks to make sure that we
are placing the responsibility for these awards in the right
hands to avoid giving even a hint of credibility to criti-
cisms like the one Knight registered.

If someone asks you to participate in the Robertson,
Naismith or Heisman voting, decline the invitation if
you’re unwilling or able to put in the hard work to make

74

sure you’re picking the right player or coach. That means
watching the games. Lots of them. Have the critical con-
versations with players, coaches and scouts whose well-
trained eyes can provide insights that you might lack.

I think to a certain extent, Knight’s objections have
some substance. Some folks don’t deserve to hold that
sort of significant power. Voting for these significant
awards and Halls of Fame are privileges, not rights grant-
ed to you simply because you have a press pass dangling
around your neck and a prime seat at courtside.

But I also think that the folks who agree with Bob
Knight need to do a little soul searching too. If every
coach or ex-player who was charged with voting was as
dedicated a guardian of the game as the legendary former
coach, I would gladly insist that more votes should be
placed in the hands of the proper custodians.

Knight is one of the most brilliant basketball crafts-
men to ever stalk a sideline. Even in retirement, he takes
his job seriously, and I’d trust him with the daunting re-
sponsibility of evaluating who belongs in the basketball
Hall of Fame any day. But come on, not every coach or

CONTINUED on Page 4



Cure for the common quote? Leave the podium for politicians

I"d like to offer this column as a eulogy, a less than
fond farewell to the podium and its first cousin, the table.
The lectern has had its day in sports — it was there in front
of John Calipari when John Chaney stormed in, threaten-
ing to kill the UMass coach — but it needs to be retired.

It’s meant for presidents and congressmen, college
professors and bank CEOs. You know the type, people
who want to talk at us, not to us, people over the age of
35. In other words, coaches, not athletes (special dispen-
sation to the over-35 rule for Brad Stevens at Butler and
Tommy Dempsey at Rider).

If there’s a bigger killjoy to a great quote than a
podium and a microphone, I’d like to see it. I covered
Villanova for seven years, and I swear the microphone
and table hypnotized the Wildcats into explaining good
wins by saying, “We just played Villanova basketball.”
‘Which isn’t to be confused with UConn basketball, Saint
Joseph’s basketball or Our Lady of Sorrows basketball.
(Is that what the Cats played when they lost?)

There is a reason why most college students don’t
enjoy class presentations and oral reports. It forces them
to stand up in a semi-formal setting and speak to people.
It’s awkward and stilted, bound to induce a cataclysmic
rise in the use of the word, “Um.” And that would be in
front of a small classroom of students with whom they’re

Dana O'Neil
ESPN.com
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fairly familiar. Imagine, then, how a student might feel in
front of a bunch of strangers, writing down every word
he says or, worse, recording every word while a camera is
pointed directly at him?

Bull Durham educating Nuke Lal.oosh comes to
mind.

The podium/table certainly has been eased out of the
spotlight, and I’'m grateful for that.

But it has not yet been fully eradicated. I want last
rites and a burial.

I get that sports-information directors are in a quanda-
ry. Television cameras prefer folks at the podium. Cleaner
shot. But I beseech you — no, I flat-out beg you — that if

Pickeral, Withers also capture
first-place writing honors

Enterprise/Series

First place — Robbi Pickeral, Raleigh News & Observer:
Profile on Hall of Fame coach Roy Williams.

Second place — Grant Wahl, Sports Illustrated: A look at
excessive harassment of opposing players by fans.

Third place — Ken Davis, NBCSports.com: History of cut-
ting down of the nets to celebrate a championship.

Fourth place: Jack Styczynski, Basketball Times: Duke on
top again in third analytical ranking of Division I schools that
have won two-thirds of their games in last 10 seasons.

Fifth place — Ian Rapoport, Birmingham News: Atlanta
tornado damages Georgia Dome, scrambles schedule of NCAA
tournament games.

Magazine Length

First place — Grant Wahl, Sports Illustrated: Analyzing the
dribble-drive offense that’s all the rage in basketball today.

Second place — Jeff Fox, CollegeHoopsnet.com:

Feature on Tennessee’s Chris Lofton.

Third place — Gordie Jones, The Morning Call (Pa.)
Three-part series about a game between two one-loss Division
III teams in Pennsylvania, DeSales and Elizabethtown.

Fourth place — J. Brady McCollough, Kansas City Star:
Bill Self’s story began in Oklahoma, where his ties are strong,
but he’s found a home at basketball-crazy Kansas.

Fifth place — Mike Sorensen, Deseret Morning News:
Utah’s Jim Boylen gets his long-awaited chance to become a
head coach.

Moderate Length Features

First place — Bud Withers, Seattle Times: Jeremy Pargo’s
journey from south Chicago to Gonzaga co-captain.

Second place — John Feinstein, Washington Post: Former
Maryland assistant and La Salle head coach Billy Hahn gets a
second chance in coaching.

Third place — Rob Schultz, Madison Capital Times: Wis-
consin senior Michael Flowers’ touching story about how meet-
ing a 5-year-old boy with cancer affected his life.

Fourth place — Marty Dobrow, Boston Globe: A prized
journey to the magic of New York’s Garden begins with a single
step for Massachusett’s Dante Milligan.

Fifth place — Bryan Burwell, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: The
enigmatic odyssey of Missouri guard Stethon Hannah.

Columns

First place — Lew Freedman, Basketball Times: Loyola

recalls color barrier-breaking moment long forgotten and ig-

Robbi Pickeral Bud Withers

nored.

Second place — John Feinstein, Washington Post: Compar-
ing Roy Williams to his mentor, Dean Smith.

Third place — David Jones, Harrisburg Patriot-News: Re-
membering Bob Knight.

Fourth place — Rick Bozich, Louisville Courier-Journal:
Indiana, buried and burned by the Kelvin Sampson ugly scan-
dal, has no one to blame but itself.

Fifth place — Gary Parrish, CBS SportsLine: How silver-
tongued Memphis Coach John Calipari can talk a mailman into
going for a walk on his day off.

Spot News/Game Story

First place — John Feinstein, Washington Post: American
University’s first trip to the NCAA Tournament in 41 years.

Second place — Kellis Robinett, Idaho State Journal: Mon-
tana’s overtime win over Idaho State.

Third place — Fran Blinebury, Houston Chronicle: Kansas’
Final Four semifinal win over North Carolina.

Fourth place — Lew Freedman, Basketball Times: Illinois-
Chicago Coach Jimmy Collins returns from near-death, has his
smile back and is having fun.

Fifth place — Pete Thamel, New York Times— No-name
West Virginia Mountaineers stun Duke’s All-Americans in
NCAA tournament, soak up the irony.
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you absolutely must put your otherwise affable and quot-
able player in a setting better suited for news conferences
about invading Iraq, then please also allow him to stick
around and chat with us less informally afterward.

Chances are, he won’t say anything you wish he
hadn’t. Chances are, in fact, he’ll say something kind
of interesting and personable that will make our stories
more interesting, your team more interesting and your
fans more interested in your team.

It’s a win-win-win.

So please, raise a glass with me to the piece of furni-
ture that has gotten in the way of too many good stories.

RIP, podium. I won’t miss you.

Carp

CONTINUED from Page 3

This could have been resolved easily. Henry should
have either denied Wolken’s request on the spot, citing
Lamar’s interview policy. Or once he approved the re-
quest, he should have made sure Price talked to the re-
porter. If Price doesn’t want to talk about his past, that’s
his right, and he simply could have said to Dan, “Sorry,
I’m not discussing my time at Memphis.”

But to make up the rules as you go along doesn’t
seem right. It appears that was the case here.

One of the reasons USBWA exists is to help its mem-
bers in situations such as this. We might not be able to get
it resolved right on the spot, but we can be an advocate for
correcting abuses or misunderstandings for the future.

If you ever have a situation or an incident where you
feel your ability to do your job has been compromised, let
us know. We might not be able to resolve the matter on
the spot. But we can certainly speak to those responsible
on your behalf to make sure there are no repeat episodes.

Drop any of the officers an e-mail or give us a call.
We’ll do our best to go to bat for you and help all we can
to make your job as hassle-free as possible.

Burwell
CONTINUED from Page 3

ex-player — or current player — takes the game as seri-
ously as Knight.

Coaches and ex-players bring just as many hidden
agendas to the process as any sports writer. Some of the
same men who are dismissive of writers are the same ones
who hand their weekly ballots in the USA Today weekly
coaches polls to their sports-information directors.

Many of them are tunnel-vision mad geniuses who
wouldn’t know Stephen Curry from curried goat because
the All-America guard isn’t on a DVD of conference op-
ponent game breakdowns handed to him each morning by
an assistant coach.

The truth is, the best custodians of the game can come
from every walk of the sporting life. A whistle around
your neck isn’t an immediate qualifier any more than a
press pass is an immediate disqualifier.
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